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News for Loretto City Residents 

Due to the pandemic, the Canadian Pacific Holiday Train     

will not be traveling across the country this year, spreading    

holiday cheer as well as support for local food shelves. Loretto 

will continue the tradition of supporting those in need as well 

as showing our holiday spirit in a safe manner by hosting the 

Loretto “Keep the Spirit” Holiday Train Food Parade. 

Saturday, December 12th at 11 am, the Loretto Fire         

Department and Medina Police will lead a  parade through 

Loretto city streets with many of the characters from past 

year’s events. Even Santa will be joining the festivities! This is 

a safe way we can all celebrate the season while helping those 

in need. See https://www.ci.loretto.mn.us/ for parade route.  

Loretto residents should place food donations in a visible location (end of driveway, 

front doorstep, etc.) to be picked up by volunteers during the parade. Cash/check 

(payable to Hanover Area Food Shelf) donations should be given to volunteers     

carrying a cash can. 

The parade will pass through the Saints Peter and Paul church parking lot for visitors 

coming from outside of Loretto. Non-perishable food and monetary donations will 

also be accepted here between 11 am and 1 pm. Parade watchers are encouraged  

to wear masks and a festive hat and sing along with the music. Enjoy the            

decorations around town that our residents have displayed. There is even a        

Letters to Santa Mailbox at the northwest corner of Medina St. N. and Railway St., 

which makes for a great photo opportunity! 

You can also donate at the following locations before the event (Nov. 27 – Dec. 11): 

21st Century Bank, Loretto City Hall, Koch’s Korner, and Warren’s. 

It’s all about helping those in need - 100% of the cash and food donations go  

directly to our local food shelves. 

The most up-to-date information can be found on the City of Loretto website:  

www.ci.loretto.mn.us or call City Hall at 763-479-4305 

 

MATCHING DONATIONS 

21st Century Bank will match up to $1500 and   

Eagle Mouldings will match up to an additional 

$2500 in donations! Stop in at the bank to make 

your contribution for the match. Please make 

checks payable to “Hanover Area Food Shelf”. 
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Recycling News 

Christmas Tree Pick-up 
 

Christmas trees will be picked up on Tues. January 5th & 12th. 

Trees must be placed curbside by 6 am. The charge will appear  

on your February utility bill, $8 for an unbagged tree and $10 

for a bagged tree.  

NO WASTE HOLIDAY 

Giving a gift from the heart doesn’t have to pack a wallup to your 

wallet or the planet. Think about, “Does it make a minimal     

impact on the planet?” A gift of time spent together out-of-doors, 

membership to a museum or a refinished rocking chair might be 

more meaningful than anything bought in a store. 

Gift Ideas: 

• Look for gifts that are unpackaged or minimally packaged,    

 without unnecessary plastic wrap or cardboard backing. 

• Purchase holiday cards made from recycled paper or make 

 your own from items found around the home. 

• Give a garden or house plant! Seeds, gloves, tools, etc. 

• Create a family recipe book 

• Season tickets to a sporting event 

• Theater or museum tickets 

• Free baby-sitting service 

• Give an experience (Hot air balloon ride, day trip on a train) 

• Reusable lunch bag or coffee cup 

• Gift basket filled with non-toxic household cleaners 

• An old rocking chair, etc., fixed up to pass along as an     

 heirloom 

• Cloth shopping bag 

• Cloth napkins and rings 

• Personalized “coupons,” such as a night off from dish        

 duty, a foot massage, etc 

• Bat roosting box – bats keep insect populations down 

• Gourmet dinner for a busy couple 

• Bird feeder and seed 

Upcoming Recycling Dates 
 

December 1st, 15th & 29th 

January 12th & 26th 

February 9th & 23rd 

March 9th & 23rd 

 
Gift-wrap alternatives 

• Scarves, handkerchiefs or bandanas 

• Old posters and maps 

• Old sheet music 

• Newspapers or Sunday comic pages 

• Wallpaper scraps 

• Home-sewn cloth bags 

• Fabric scraps 

• A present in a present (Scarf in a  

 matching hat, cookies in a reusable tin, 

 barbecue or picnic supplies in a table

 cloth, kitchen gifts in towels) 

• A plain box decorated with leftover  

 glitter, paint, markers, etc. 

• Reusable decorative bags 

• Bows saved from other gifts 

• Stencils or pictures from holiday cards 

 pasted onto plain paper bag or box 

• Last years holiday cards cut up for gift 

 tags 
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Preventing Stormwater Pollution 

W e all live in a watershed — the area that drains to a common waterway, such as a stream, lake,  
river, wetland, or even the ocean — and our individual actions directly affect it. In Loretto, our 

rain and stormwater runoff flow to Lake Independence and Lake Sarah. Each newsletter will include 
guidelines you can follow to help make a difference in the quality of our local waters.  

REGIONAL WASTEWATER CONNECTION 
 

Construction has begun on Loretto’s Wastewater Lift Station and Forcemain project, which will connect 

Loretto to the Metropolitan Council’s regional wastewater system. A Point Source Implementation Grant 

(PSIG) has been secured through the state’s Clean Water Land & Legacy funding program, which allowed  

the city to move forward with awarding the construction bid to Minger Construction in early October.    

Work on-site began on November 2nd. Start-up of the new lift station equipment is anticipated to occur in 

late February 2021. 

If you are interested in keeping up to date on this project, more information is available in the city council 

meeting minutes, found on the city’s website. You can also watch the city council meetings, available on 

the LMCC website. A link to LMCC’s video on demand page can be found on the city’s website also. 

Illicit Discharge is defined as any direct or indirect discharge of anything other than storm/ 

rain water into the storm drains. This is against city code and should be reported immediately 

to: Jeff Leuer at 612-221-4963. See City Code Section 412:30 for details and exemptions. 

WINTER POLLUTION PREVENTION PRACTICES 

Employ these simple practices during winter weather to prevent ‘stormwater 

pollution’ (a major cause of water pollution in urban and suburban streams.) 

 Shovel snow before applying snow melt and deicing products. 

 Shovel snow onto lawn and vegetated areas where melting snow can soak 

into the ground.  

 Limit the use of deicing chemicals on sidewalks and driveways since they 

can readily flow into storm drains and streams as ice melts. When deicing 

products dissolve, they seep into ground water and flow into streams 

where they can impair water quality, diminish soil fertility, damage plants, and harm aquatic life.  

 Use environmentally-friendly alternatives, such as clean clay cat litter, sand, or fireplace ash, espe-

cially at low temperatures. This avoids the need for products that can be harmful to the environment. 

 Take a ‘Snow Day’ -- work at home or postpone errands on snowy days avoiding trips on the road to 

help your community clear roads safely, limiting the need for excessive road salting and deicing.  

 Sweep up after snowmelt -- Sweep and dispose of residual sand, grit, and litter to help prevent      

accumulation in streets; clogged storm drains; and sediment pollution in streams.  

 Direct or route snowmelt runoff into nearby gardens and vegetated areas before applying salt and  

deicing products. 

Fish Friendly Fact 

When possible, avoid and limit the use of outdoor  products 

that contain chloride (Cl) (including salt) since Cl quickly  

dissolves and is readily transported by runoff into storm 

drains and streams and can soak into the ground, diminishing 

groundwater quality. Chlorine is a pollutant in fresh water 

streams, rivers and lakes where fresh water fish and aquatic 

organisms are not adapted to salty, or saline, conditions. 
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Miscellaneous News 

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY INFORMATION 
 

The Canadian Pacific Railway has offered the City of 

Loretto a Community Connect phone number for       

residents to report concerns regarding the railroad 

crossing. There is also a link below to an electronic 

form that may be submitted. In regards to the trains 

blowing their whistles, this is mandated by law and  

they do not have control over this issue. While Loretto 

is working to secure a “Quiet Zone”, funding has not 

been formally secured for the project. 
      

Community Connect - 1-800-766-7912 
 

http://www.cpr.ca/en/contact-us/community-connect-

form 

NEW BUSINESS—D’AVOCADO 

D’Avocado is a family-owned food company previously located  

in Long Lake. Since it was founded in 2018, D’Avocado is mostly 

known for its avocado chocolate, a legitimately healthy and  

surprisingly delicious snack, dip or spread. Or as the founders 

say, D’Avocado is 50% avocado and 100% Delicious. In 2019 

D’Avocado expanded from 2 to 250 stores and had commitments 

to expand nationally this April. But COVID-19 made everything 

more challenging for almost everyone, including D’Avocado.    

By May it became clear that the company needed to simplify 

operations, meaning D’Avocado needed an office space and 

small batch kitchen. Before long, D’Avocado found a new home 

in Loretto (old Snap Fitness on Railway St.) and they are up and 

running. Welcome to Loretto! Check out their website to see 

where you can buy D’Avocado, www.fromtheavocado.com 

Mayor: Two-year term, expiring December 31, 2022 

 Kent Koch  Received     343 Votes 

 Write-Ins  Received       10 Votes 

 

Council Memebers: Four-year term, Two Seats,  

Terms expiring December 31, 2024 

  Gregory Elsen  Received    235 Votes 

Melissa Markham Received    224 Votes 

Jessa Ford   Received    162 Votes 

Write-Ins    Received        2 Votes 

2020 LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS AND STATISTICS 

Other election statistics: 

• There were 465 registered voters at 7 am on          
Election Day   

• 20 people registered to vote on Election Day,   

(includes 6 who registered when voting by   

Absentee Ballot) 

• 435 people cast ballots for the 2020 General 
Election:  

232   Election Day Voter Receipts 

203   Absentee Ballots  

435  Total Voters, this is 90%  

   of registered voters!  
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TOYS FOR TOTS 
 

The Medina Police Department, along with Medina City 

Hall, Loretto City Hall, and 21st Century Bank of      

Loretto, will be drop off sites for the KARE 11, 2020  

Toys for Tots Drive. Please bring a new, unwrapped toy 

to any of the above drop sites by Sunday, December 13th. 

Call 763-473-9209 for more information. 

REMINDERS 
 

Parking Restrictions: Winter parking rules are in effect from November 1st through March 31st. On-street 

parking is prohibited on all city streets between the hours of 2 am and 7 am, except for Medina Street,   

where parking is prohibited between 2:30 am and 6:30 am year-round. If at all possible, the city plow crew 

would appreciate having no vehicles parked on City streets when snowfall occurs during the daytime. 

Snow Removal from Sidewalks: Loretto’s city code requires that property owners clear the snow from their 

sidewalks within 48 hours of a snowfall. 

Snow Plowing: It is unlawful to plow snow onto or across any city, township, county or state road. Doing so is 

a violation of state statute. (Minn. Stat. §160.2715) 

Fire Hydrants: If you live near a fire hydrant, please keep it clear of snow and ice. 

Garbage Carts: Please keep carts at least 2 feet away from the curb to allow for snow removal. 

WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE 
 

Eagle Mouldings & ISO Finishing are collecting 

gently used or new winter coats, mittens and 

hats that will be donated before Christmas to 

those most in need. Please drop off your items 

in the big red box in front of their building at 

50 Medina St. South. Thank you for your       

ongoing generosity! 

Dates to Note 

City Council Meetings 
 

Loretto City Council meetings are held at 7:00 pm on 

the second Tuesday of each month at the City Council   

Chambers, 279 N. Medina St., Suite 260. 

Next Council meetings: Dec. 8, 2020, Jan. 12 and  

Feb. 9th, 2021. 

Please watch the City website and bulletin board for 

notices of meeting changes.  

Truth in Taxation Public Meeting 
 

The Loretto City Council will hold its Truth in Taxation  

public meeting Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2020 at 7 pm via   

Zoom to discuss and adopt the 2021 Budget for all 

funds. The proposed levy for the General Fund is 

$453,300 (collectible in 2021), a five percent increase 

over last year’s levy. The final levy will be voted on and 

certified to your property taxes—divided amongst all 

property owners in the city. You should have received 

your proposed property tax statement in the mail 

around the middle of November that shows your       

proposed taxes for 2021.  

The City Council will also discuss setting the fee    

schedule for 2021, including considering increases in  

the Depreciation Fee and water, sewer and stormwater 

rates. 

Everyone is invited and welcome to attend this hearing. 

Details of how to connect to the Zoom meeting can be 

found on the home page of the city’s website. Written 

and oral comments will be accepted. Contact Mary at 

City Hall with any questions or comments. 

Holiday Parade 
 

Saturday, December 12th, 2020. Parade begins at  

11 am and will go through all the streets in Loretto! 

See page 1 for details. 

CP Rail Holiday Train Virtual Concert 
 

Saturday, December, 12th, 2020 at 7 pm on   

Facebook Live. See back page for details. 
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We’re on the web! 

www.ci.loretto.mn.us 

LIGHT UP LORETTO 

With everything going on in the world right now, 

wouldn't it be beautiful to go for a walk around 

Loretto and see lights all around, bringing joy? 

Let’s see what we can do to lift all of our spirits 

with lights!!  

LETTERS TO SANTA 

A new decoration is being added to the      

northwest corner of Medina St. N. and Railway 

St. W. Since many children won’t be able to visit 

with Santa this year, they can put their letter to  

Santa in the 

special    

mailbox going 

directly to the 

North Pole!  

 

http://www.ci.loretto.mn.us/



