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COVID-19 UPDATES: What is the City doing?

Based on guidance from the CDC, MN Deptartment of Health and Federal and
State authorities, Mayor Kent Koch, with the support of the Loretto City Council,
has declared a State of Emergency for the City of Loretto due to the COVID-19
Pandemic. The following actions and policies have been enacted and shall
continue until this declaration is rescinded or otherwise terminated.

1. The City suspends all water shut-offs and penalties for late payment until
termination of the Declaration of Emergency. Many people are without work,
and enforcement of water shut offs would compound difficulties people in our
community are currently facing. Also, shut-offs place Public Works staff in direct
contact with people which violates CDC and Department of Health guidelines.

2. The City waives late fees for delinquent utility payments during the
Declaration of Emergency. City late fees are minimal in amount but serve as a
tool to help ensure timely payments. Given the financial challenges faced in our
community, waiving late fees will support the financial well-being of people
struggling with job loss or limited income due to the Pandemic.

3. City Hall closed to limit exposure to the public. City Hall will remain closed
to the public until further notice or action by the City Council. City Hall remains
staffed, and members of the community can contact staff by calling (763)
479-4305 or by e-mail: mschneider@ci.loretto.mn.us.

4, City Council Meetings. The City will continue to conduct Council Meetings
telephonically or electronically. Information on how the public may monitor the
meetings will be provided in agendas and notices. This policy could change as this
fluid situation develops.

5. City Staffing. City Hall and Public Works will remain staffed but will rotate
staff members to limit exposure to each other and the community. This process
allows the best opportunity to have a healthy staff member that can run core
services and utilities for the benefit of our community.

6.Liquor License Proration. The City will calculate the duration in which bars and

restaurants are prohibited from selling alcohol to the community. The prorated
amount of their license for the days they are closed due to Governor Tim Walz’s
Declaration shall be refunded to them or applied to the following year’s
application and permit fee.
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Recycling News

TIPS FOR HOLDING GREENER EVENTS

With all the food, packaging, beverage bottles and cups, events of any size,
including fairs, markets, weddings and parties, can generate a lot of waste.
But with careful planning, you can make your event low- or no-waste. Take
the following steps to make your green event efforts successful:
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Hennepin County can help you green your events by providing
assistance in creating waste reduction plans, educating vendors,
training volunteers and providing collection options. The county
also has containers that can be borrowed for free to add recycling
and organics recycling to events. Access the free resources at
www.hennepin.us/eventrecycling.

Determine who will coordinate and implement recycling efforts.

Evaluate all materials that will be at the event. Try to eliminate
disposable materials and maximize recycling opportunities.

Use compostable plates, cups and utensils if you decide to go disposable.
Figure out how recycling and waste will be collected and hauled.
Inform vendors and attendees of your waste-reduction and recycling efforts.

Recruit volunteers to help set up and monitor waste stations.

7 eVERYWHERE

www.hennepin.us/recycleeverywhere

Upcoming Recycling

Dates

June 2 & 16 & 30
July 14 & 28
August 11 & 25

Make sure recycling stations are visible and convenient. Always place recycling, composting and trash

receptacles together to form a recycling station.
Empty bins often.

Calculate your recycling rate and share your results.

ORGANICS RECYCLING SIGN UP

Join the growing number of organics recyclers in Loretto. Since the changes in our organics program, we have
tripled our number of participants! Contact city hall to sign up and learn how easy it is to participate.

Loretto organics recyclers are reducing what goes into our landfills. Be part of the solution!

CONSUMER CONFIDENCE DRINKING WATER REPORT

Water suppliers that serve the same people year-round must prepare annual water quality reports (consumer
confidence reports) for their customers. The first reports were due in October 1999, and from then on they
come out in June of each year. The reports tell where drinking water comes from, what's in it, and how you
can help protect it.

The 2019 Consumer Confidence Drinking Water Report can be seen in its entirety on the City website at:
http://tinyurl.com/om87157. You can also go to www.ci.loretto.mn.us, from the “Utility” drop down, click

on “Water” to find CCR’s from 2006 through the current 2019 CCR.
If you would like a hard copy mailed to you, please call Loretto City Hall at 763-479-4305.
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Prevent ng Stormwater Fo"ution

_! !@ all live in a watershed — the area that drains to a common waterway, such as a stream, lake, river,
wetland, or even the ocean — and our individual actions directly affect it. In Loretto, our rain and stormwater
runoft flow to Lake Independence and Lake Sarah. Each newsletter will include guidelines you can follow to help
make a difference in the quality of our local waters.

YOUR LAWN’S EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT

Healthy lawns can be maintained in ways that produce less waste, and you can
easily manage what's left by composting at home. A healthy lawn can naturally
resist weeds and pests. You don't need a lot of chemicals to keep your yard
looking green. Solve your lawn and garden problems by applying some
brainpower before you use pesticides and herbicides.

Mow, fertilize, and rake less

Letting your grass grow longer helps the roots grow deeper. You don't have to spend so much time maintaining
your lawn. Sound incredible? Mowing, watering, fertilizing and raking it less and using no pesticides may be your
way to a healthy, environmentally friendly yard.

Mow your grass to a height of 2 %2 to 3 inches. This is the single most important thing you can do to improve
the health of your lawn. By keeping your grass a little longer, the roots grow deeper and can reach more water
during dry periods. Longer grass also helps shade the soil surface, making it harder for weeds to get established.

Use a sharp mower blade when cutting your lawn to make it less susceptible to disease.
See next page for more tips.
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STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN SURVEY

1.) I have read articles, brochures, or posters about stormwater pollution prevention in the City’s newsletter, web site or
at City Hall.

Yes, in the City newsletter Yes, at City Hall
Yes, on the web site No (please skip to question #4)

2.) How informative were these articles, brochures, or posters?
Not at all Slightly Moderately Highly
3.) Did your practices around your home or business change as a result of what you read?

No, not at all | changed several practices, but | think | could do more
Somewhat, but not much Yes, thoroughly

4.) Comments, suggestions, and questions:

Please return to: Loretto City Hall lllicit Discharge is defined as any direct or indirect discharge of
PO Box 207 anything other than storm/rain water into the storm drains. This is
against city code and should be reported immediately to: Jeff Leuer at
Loretto, MN 55357 612-221-4963. See City Code Section 412:30 for details and exemptions.
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Frcvcnting Stormwater Fol[ution (ontinued

Leave grass clippings on the lawn. Grass clippings can provide the equivalent of approximately one
application of fertilizer per year. Sweep your sidewalk, driveway, or street so clippings don’t pollute nearby
lakes or streams.

Test your soil to determine the right mix of fertilizer for your lawn. You may need less than you think.
The University of Minnesota Soil Testing Lab and some garden centers offer testing.

Wait before you water. In Minnesota, most grass can survive without watering, although it may enter a
dormant “brown” stage during the summer. Water only when it hasn't rained for at least seven days.

You don't need to water on a routine basis. To get the most water to the plant and reduce evaporation,
practice the following guidelines:

e Water early in the morning. Grass blades need to dry out to
minimize disease.

e Water close to the ground.

e Water slowly, deeply, and less frequently. Root growth is
influenced by water depth and time of the year. Frequent shallow
watering that keeps surface soils wet encourages shallow root growth,
greater vulnerability to certain diseases, and reduced stress tolerance.

Only water grass. Make sure water is not lost by landing on or running
off the grass onto hard, impervious surfaces.

Aerate your lawn if soil is compacted or there is significant thatch build-up. You can do this by using a lawn
aerator available from most rental stores. Use the type that removes small cores of soil from the ground and
places them on the lawn surface. Leave the cores to decompose naturally, contributing to a decrease in
thatch, while the holes poked into the ground help improve soil aeration for healthier root systems.

COVID-19 uPdatcs (ontinued

Continued from front page

7. Permitting. Staff will continue to process permits for construction and new development. Permit
applications should be submitted via e-mail or placed in the drop box at City Hall. Alternate means of
submitting permits and applications can be made by contacting City Hall. Permits and approvals shall be
issued in the normal course of business.

8. Moratorium on other Permits. No Peddlers Permits shall be issued until termination of the Declaration of
Emergency to limit contact with City Hall staff and contact between permit holders and community members.

9. Park-Related Closures. The City has re-opened all playgrounds in City Parks as of May 28th. Be advised
that playgrounds, equipment and facilities are not sanitized and are to be used at your own risk. It is
recommended that individuals maintain a social
distance of at least 6 feet, wash or sanitize their hands
before and after playing, and stay home if exhibiting
symptoms. Follow the CDC guidelines for how to
protect yourself at www.cdc.gov

10. Fun Fest 2020. All Fun Fest activities with the
possible exception of fireworks have been cancelled.
Discussions regarding a fireworks display are under way
and we will keep you posted. Please feel free to send
your comments to: cscheibe@ci.loretto.mn.us.

Watch for the most up-to-date COVID-19 related
actions on the city’s website homepage.



http://www.epa.gov/owow/watershed/whatis.html
http://www.epa.gov/owow/watershed/whatis.html
http://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/
http://www.cdc.gov
mailto:cscheibe@ci.loretto.mn.us

VOLUME XXV NO. 2

PAGE 5

Dates to Note

CITY COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

Loretto City Council meetings are held at 7 pm on the
second Tuesday of each month at the City Council
Chambers, 279 N. Median St., Suite 260.

Future Dates: June 9, July 14, Aug. 18 & Sept 8, 2020

2020 ELECTION DAYS

State Primary Election
General Election

August 11th
November 3rd

Watch for more information about these elections on
the city’s website and on the Secretary of State’s
website.

Misccuancous

LORETTO GARDEN CLUB SPRING UPDATE

The Loretto Garden Club will be planting and caring for
the six city flower planters located around town. The
Public Works Department will be doing the watering of
the planters as well as the hanging baskets. Thanks to
the Garden Club and Public Works for adding to the
beauty of our city! Anyone interested in joining the
Garden Club, contact Carol Hatcher at:
tfhatcher1@hotmail.com
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Garden club member, Bonnie Bryant, shows one of the
flower planters meant to enhance the beauty of our city.

MEETINGS HELD BY TELEPHONIC MEANS

During the COVID-19 declared emergency, all posted
meetings will be held by telephonic means pursuant to
Minnesota Statutes Section 13D.021.

Information on how to monitor each meeting will be
posted on the city’s website and emailed to those
signed up for the city’s information alerts listing. If
you’d like to receive these emails, contact City Hall.

NITE TO UNITE

Nite to Unite has been rescheduled for Tuesday,
October 6th. Look for more information in the
ABSENTEE VOTING—

September newsletter.

A GOOD OPTION

Voters may apply online

for an absentee ballot to

be mailed to them. You may request an absentee

ballot for the August 11" Primary Election and/or
the November 3™ General Election.

Here’s the link to the MN Secretary of State’s
website: https://mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/
ABRegistration/ABRegistrationStep1.aspx

You don’t need a reason to vote by absentee - any
Minnesota voter may use this method to vote.

Voting absentee by mail is a good way to reduce
community exposure to the corona virus - for you
and for our election judges and staff.

Applying online is easy and secure. If you have any

questions during the absentee voting process,
please feel free to contact City Hall.

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS AVAILABLE FOR
VIEWING

The Lake Minnetonka Communications Commission
(LMCC) website provides access to one year of
Loretto City Council meetings. The meetings are
archived and available for review at:
http://www.lmcc-tv.org/loretto.html

You may also view other local city council meetings
on the general Video On-Demand page of the LMCC
site.
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We’re on the web!
www.ci.loretto.mn.us

QUIET ZONE UPDATE

The city is waiting on the Legislature to change
the language in the approved Bonding Bill,
striking out text related to improvements at the
Townline Road crossing. (See Quiet Zone Update
in the September 2019 newsletter for more
details.) Until these changes are made, the
grant funding for the Loretto crossing
improvements will not be available. While
waiting on these changes to be made, city staff
has been meeting with officials from CP Rail,
Three Rivers Park, Hennepin County and
MnDOT, coordinating changes needed to get the
Quiet Zone completed. Staff has also been
working to secure temporary financing to fund
the construction phase. The full cost of the
improvements is estimated at $420,000. The
bonding bill grant award is $350,000. This
leaves $70,000 to be funded by the city.

WASTEWATER PROJECT UPDATE
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LORETTO LARKS HOME GAME SCHEDULE

Come down to the newly renovated ball park and
watch the Loretto Larks!

Sunday June 9 2pm vs. Hutchinson
Wednesday, June 19  7:30pm vs. Dassel-Cokato
Wednesday, June 26  7:30pm vs. Watertown

Friday, June 28 7:30pm vs. Delano
Sunday, June 30 6pm vs. St. Louis Park
Sunday, July 7 2pm vs. Howard Lake
Wednesday, July 10 7:30pm vs. Montrose
Sunday, July 14 2pm vs. Maple Lake

Wednesday, July 17 7:30pm vs. Montrose
Friday, July 19 7:30pm vs. Maple Plain

For more details and schedule updates, visit:
@LorettoLarks on Twitter, Loretto Larks Baseball on
Facebook or http://lorettolarks.teams.mnbaseball.org/

The city is waiting on the Legislative bonding bill to be passed. If Loretto’s project is included for grant
funding through the Point Source Implementation Grant program, the construction bid will be awarded, and

the project can move forward.

If you're interested in keeping up to date on city projects, information is available in the city council meeting minutes,
found on the city’s website, under the Government tab. You can also watch the city council meetings, available on the
LMCC website. A link to LMCC’s video on demand page can also be found on the city’s website.
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