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2020 ELECTION INFORMATION , OSLgte %gg
0. box
The 2020 General Election will be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2020. Loretto, MN 55357

VOTE EARLY 763-479-4305 (phone)
Absentee ballots are available starting Friday, September 18, 2020. You have some 763-479-2685 (fax)
options when voting absentee:

Website:

Vote Absentee by Mail www.ci.loretto.mn.us
The onlmg Absentee Ballot application can be foqnd on the Secretary of State’s City Hall Office Hours:
website: https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/ Monday, Tuesday

vote-early-by-mail/ Wednesday, Friday:

After you apply for your absentee ballot, Hennepin County election staff will send 8:00 am-2:00 pm
your ballot in the mail. You can vote in the privacy and safety of your own home.

You have the option of either mailing your ballot back to Hennepin County using the
envelope they provide ~OR-

Drop your ballot off at City Hall during office hours.
Vote Absentee in-person at City Hall

September 18" - October 26"  Loretto residents can apply for an absentee ballot
and vote in-person at City Hall during regular office hours.

October 27*- November 2" In-person Direct Balloting begins. During Direct Ken?gg;
Balloting voters will feed their ballot directly into the ballot counter at City kkoch@ci. loretto.mn.us

Hall after marking their ballot, instead of using the envelope system. In
addition to regular office hours, extended absentee voting hours will be
available on Saturday, October 31° from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm and on _ Brenda Daniels
Monday, November 1** from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. bdaniels@ci.loretto.mn.us

Council Members

Melissa Markham

VOTE ON ELECTION DAY mmarkham@ci.loretto.mn.us
i . ) Eric Ril
Loretto residents can vote in-person at City Hall/ erﬂey@ci_lorettz_cm,:'z

Council Chambers at 279 Medina Street North
from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm on November 3™.
Measures will be in place to limit exposure to the
corona virus for voters and for election judges and staff. A COVID-19 MITIGATION City Clerk Treasurer

Brian Sevigny
bsevigny@ci.loretto.mn.us

. . Mary Schneider
PLANis available upon request. mschneider@ci.loretto.mn.us
When votir)g in-persop either early or on election day,' resﬁdents are asked to wear Public Works
face coverings and bring your own pen (black or blue ink is best.) Jeff Leuer
The best thing you can do to protect your community is to VOTE ABSENTEE BY llever@ci. oretto.mn. us
MAIL. This will reduce the risk of exposure to the corona virus for you and for Utility Clerk
our election judges and staff. Connie Scheibe

cscheibe@ci.loretto.mn.us

If you have any questions, please contact City Clerk Treasurer Mary Schneider.

e
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Rccycling News

Create meals, not waste: Join Hennepin County’s Stop Food

Waste Challenge recyC I e ﬁ

We love food, which leaves us wondering: why do we waste so much of it? EVERYWHERE
About 40% of food is wasted somewhere along the supply chain. That’s

. . . . . www.hennepin.us/recycleeverywhere
like leaving the grocery store with five bags of food and dropping two of

them in the parking lot. It’s hard to believe, but we do it every day. Upcoming Recycling Dates
Take action with the Stop Food Waste Challenge September 9th & 22nd
Making simple changes and working to adopt new habits can have a big October 6th & 20th
impact. Creating and following a meal plan, keeping track of and using November 3rd & 17th

up the food you buy, understanding date labels, and learning how to December 1st, 15th & 29th

properly store and process food can all significantly reduce the amount
of food waste you generate.

Hennepin County’s online food waste challenge will help you learn
more about food waste, commit to taking action, and provide you
support and resources along the way.

The impact of food waste

Food waste costs a lot. The average family of four spends $1,800
on food they never eat and end up throwing away. Unused food
also wastes resources, including all of the water, land, and energy
that goes into growing, processing, and transporting it. The
problem with food waste is happening as many people in our
community deal with food insecurity - about 11% of households in
the U.S. experience food insecurity at some point.

The opportunity to reduce food waste

Surprisingly, consumers are the biggest contributor to the food waste problem. But that’s also good news.
We have the power to significantly reduce the amount of food that goes to waste and save ourselves money
by making changes right at home in our kitchens and when we go shopping.

Another surprising fact: reducing the amount of food that
goes to waste is one of the most important actions we can
take to address climate change. The amount of greenhouse
gas emissions associated with wasted food is equivalent to
1in 7 cars on the road.

What zero waste actions
will you take?

& Food About the Stop Food Waste Challenge

Cook just enough The challenge has more than 40 actions to choose from in
five categories. Sign up opens on August 31. Once you sign
up and create your profile, you can browse the categories
and actions, check off the actions you already take, and
Be smart about food labels select up to five one-time actions and five daily actions to
Make a meal plan make progress on during the four-week challenge. The
challenge will go from September 14 through October 11.
Sign up here: hennepinfoodwaste.ecochallenge.org

Eat food before it spoils
Ditch the baggie

Join the Hennepin County Zero Waste Challenge . .
and commit to taking action at Once the challenge starts, you will report what actions you

hennepin.us/zerowastechallenge ﬁ take, see the impact of your actions, and connect with
others.
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Freventi ng Stormwater [ollution

We

or even the ocean — and our individual actions directly affect it. In Loretto, our rain and stormwater runoft flow to
Lake Independence and Lake Sarah. Each newsletter will include guidelines you can follow to help make a difference
in the quality of our local waters.

all live in a watershed — the area that drains to a common waterway, such as a stream, lake, river, wetland,

FALL FERTILIZING:

Late summer and fall are the best times to apply fertilizer to your lawn in Minnesota. Choose a cool day
to fertilize and water immediately afterwards if rain is not forecasted. By leaving grass clippings on the lawn
all summer, you can reduce the need for artificial nitrogen. This also saves homeowners in Minnesota more
than time. Savings for a typical quarter-acre lot amount to $25 to $50 in fertilizer costs and $25 to $45 for
plastic bags. In addition, you will help your local government keep a lid on refuse disposal costs. A typical
quarter-acre lot generates 3,500 to 4,000 pounds of grass clippings a year.

Before fertilizing, do a soil test. The results will indicate the acidity (pH) of your soil and if you have any
nutrient deficiencies. In MN it is illegal to use a phosphorus fertilizer on your lawn unless soil tests indicate
that your soil needs it. Choose a fertilizer with 35 - 50% of the nitrogen in a slow-release form. This provides
some nitrogen for immediate use while releasing some more slowly to provide for a longer sustained nutrient
supply and more uniform growth. Acidic soils may need lime in addition to fertilizer (apply it in the fall so it
can break down during the winter). Mature lawns generally require more nitrogen than potassium.

When choosing application equipment, it is important to apply lawn fertilizers uniformly for even growth.
Proper application by hand is very difficult. Drop-type or rotary fertilizer spreaders are most effective.
Rotary spreaders tend to cover a broader swath, but take care to avoid application of any fertilizer to
driveways, roads or bare soil. It is illegal and fertilizer could be washed into the water supply.

Making Use Of Fallen Leaves

Deciduous trees provide cooling shade through the summer and let sunlight warm your home in the winter.
But if you have large trees adorning your property, you may consider yourself cursed in the fall when all
those leaves need to be raked and carted away. Save time by mowing over your leaf-covered lawn with a
mulching mower instead of raking. Once broken into smaller pieces, the leaves will breakdown further and
provide nutrients during the winter. If there are too many leaves, however, you may need to rake and
compost some of them so that they don’t smother the grass.

Medina Compost site available to Loretto residents:

Tues. - Thurs. from 7 am to 3:30 pm

Friday 7 am to Monday 3:30 pm (open all weekend during daylight hours).

It is located behind the shop building northwest of Medina City Hall
2052 County Road 24, Medina, MN 55340.

Accepted Items

Brush Pile - brush, woody shrubs, vines, Christmas trees & large logs
Compost Pile - leaves and grass clippings (no bags & no straw)

Instructions
e Please follow the posted signs as to where to put what you bring in.

e Remember no bags or containers are to be left on the site.

e Do not leave garbage or other unsuitable materials. Ilicit Discharge is defined as any direct or
. X i . L. indirect discharge of anything other than storm/rain
® Bring your id showing proof of residence, this site is ONLY water into the storm drains. This is against city code

and should be reported immediately to: Jeff Leuer
at 612-221-4963. See City Code Section 412:30 for
details and exemptions.

for Medina and Loretto residents.
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FUN FEST 2020 UPDATES

Hello Loretto residents,

About the only thing normal this summer is that it went as fast as ever! Here is an update on this year’s

Fun Fest. In light of the COVID-19 Pandemic, all activities have been cancelled with the exception of fireworks.
Saturday, September 12th, we will have a fireworks display starting at approximately 8:30 pm. This is
something that the Fun Fest committee and City Council feel can be done safely and still allow for some type
of celebration in our community. We are asking that you enjoy the fireworks from your yard if possible.

If you do not have a clear view, parking is available at the softball complex where you can view from your
vehicle, next to your vehicle or sit on the hill next to the baseball field or in the outfield. There will also be

a Facebook Live stream of the fireworks if you prefer to watch from the comfort of your home. Please observe
the rules below to help keep everyone as safe as possible. Also, test shots will be fired at approximately 5, 6,
7 and 8 pm, so don’t be alarmed when you hear those go off. Fireworks will start at approximately 8:30 pm.

Rules for Loretto Fun Fest Fireworks at the Loretto Ballfields/Athletic Complex

e Allow plenty of space between cars when parking, follow the established
pattern

e If you are going to sit outside of your car, observe social distancing

e Wear a face covering if you cannot maintain social distancing, face
coverings are encouraged in general

e Please take all trash with you and dispose of it at home

e Please follow the directions of volunteers. We are here to ensure your
safety and to bring an event to our community during these difficult
times. If you do not cooperate or follow directions given to you, you will be asked to leave.

Disclaimer

We are happy that you have decided to join us for our fireworks event. While we have taken precautions to
minimize the risk of exposure to COVID-19, it is impossible for us to eliminate all risk. Please help us protect
you and your family by observing proper social distancing, following the rules set for this event, washing your
hands often, and following other protective guidelines as recommended by the CDC and MDH. Entry onto the
grounds is at your own risk. If you are feeling ill, have been diagnosed with or exposed to COVID-19, do not
enter the property and, instead, watch the livestream from home or join us for a future event.

KEEP OUR SEWER SYSTEM FUNCTIONING

Our sewer pipes are being clogged by an increase of cloth rags and/or fabric being flushed down the toilet.
Cloth and other fibrous materials (paper towels, wipes, tissues, etc.) bind together in sewer pipes and arrive

for treatment in large clots or mats. The clogs and backups they cause may result in expensive plumbing bills
for your home/business and could increase wastewater fees on your utility bill. The clogged pipes can destroy
equipment, cause costly repairs, additional staff time and increase your tax dollars. Please
help us keep costs down by following some simple rules:

W@ e Flush only human waste and toilet paper down the toilet
[ —-
M }%t e DO NOT flush fabric or cloth of any kind

IN THE e Dispose of wipes in a wastebasket. Baby wipes, facial wipes and even products marked
T.'S “flushable” do not disintegrate the same way as toilet paper which can cause significant
_ ! plumbing issues, do not flush them

ONLY TOILET PAPER
DOWN THE TOILET

e The toilet is for toilet paper alone; please use the trash for all other products such as;
napkins, tissues, diapers, feminine hygiene products and gauze and bandages


http://www.epa.gov/owow/watershed/whatis.html
http://www.epa.gov/owow/watershed/whatis.html
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CANDIDATE BIOS
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At the November 3™ General Election, the candidates below will be on the ballot. The offices up for election
are Mayor (2 year term) and two Council Member seats (4 year terms).

Kent Koch (Mayor)

| have lived in Loretto my entire life and have
been Mayor for ten years. | attended Delano High
School then St. Cloud State University, graduating
with a degree in finance. In my full time job, |
work in Healthcare Financial Analytics. My fiancé
Nicole and | are set to get married this fall and
have a chocolate lab named Dash. | enjoy serving
this great community!

Melissa Markham, incumbent (City Council)

Hello my name is Melissa Markham. My husband,
Pete, and our two children have lived in Loretto
for nine years. | am finishing up serving my fourth
year on the Loretto City Council. During that time
| have enjoyed working with my fellow council
members and city employees to make Loretto a
better place to live and work.

Some of the projects that | have been involved

in promoting over the last four years are: revising
city employee benefits to provide competitive
benefits and wages, city park improvement i.e.,
planting trees, remodeling the Pond’s playground,
a new gazebo at the Highland’s park, a new dog
park, creating a soccer field to increase
opportunities for field reservations and promoting
our field rental to outside athletic clubs. Most of
these improvements were done with very little
cost to the tax payer. County grants were awarded
to make these projects possible.

I am most proud of the work | have done with my
fellow council members to get a city infrastructure
study done and working to create a capital
improvement plan. This plan will carefully lay out
a timeline and maintenance schedule of projects
that will keep our streets, water mains, storm
water ponds, and sewage running efficiently and
cost effective for years to come. | look forward to
working on this and other projects in the future
and would like to ask for your vote in November.

Greg Elsen (City Council)

My name is Greg Elsen and | am running for city
council. | am a life-long resident of Loretto along
with my wife Sherry and our five children. | have
worked for the past 30 years as a software engi-
neer for INFOR, an Atlanta-based company spe-
cializing in Business Software.

| have been involved in the community in some
form or another since | was a young man. | spent
twenty years as music director at the Church of
Saints Peter and Paul. | have been a long-time
member of the Knights of Columbus, just finishing
my second stint as Grand Knight this past June.

My grandfather (John - Mayor) and uncle (Al -
Councilman and Mayor) served on the city council
over the years and | wanted to follow their exam-
ple and serve the Loretto community.

If | am elected, | look forward to serving the good
people of Loretto.

Jessa Ford (City Council)

Hello, my name is Jessa Ford. My husband, two
daughters and | moved to Loretto in 2014. We al-
ways dreamed of moving to this great town and
were so excited to make it a reality. | am a stay at
home mom, and part time server in Plymouth. It
has given me the skills to communicate and listen
to what people want and need. In being a stay at
home mom | have learned patience and how to
mediate. | decided to run for city council be-
cause | love our town. | am new to this, but prom-
ise to learn and do my research. | will work hard
for my neighbors to insure that Loretto continues
to be a place that people dream to call home.
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and educate their citizens.

eats. Help our monarchs and plant milkweed!

Hello, my name is Veronica Shafer. I’m entering
9th grade at Delano High School. | have been
raising monarch butterflies for seven years. My
passion for butterflies started when | went to the
Renaissance Festival and a lady, Mayfair, had
monarch caterpillars there that she raised. I’d like
to tell you about three main diseases which are

threatening the future of these majestic creatures:

0. E. (Ophryocystis elektroscirrha), tachinid flies,
and black death.

Mayor’s Monarch Flcdge

As a member as the National Wildlife Association Mayors’ Monarch Pledge,
Loretto pledges to provide habitat for the monarch butterfly and pollinators

This fall,in the hallway of the city office, we will be providing free milkweed
seeds for Loretto citizens. Milkweed is the only food the monarch caterpillar

THE CITYNEWSLETTER

So if the monarch butterflies catch air streams starting
in August and arrive at their Mexican hibernation
destination the end of October, how long would that
trip take us?

January 2020 we took that trip ourselves:
e Plane from Minneapolis to Mexico City - 4+ hours

e Uber to the rural town of Macheros - 2 ¥2 hours
(sometimes at 85 mph yikes!)

e Horseback up the steep Sierra Madre mountains -
12 hours

e Hike at 10,000 ft - 1 hour

And there you are - at the Cerro Pelon Butterfly
Sanctuary. Millions of monarchs clustered, even
weighing down the branches of the ozamel fir trees.
And it’s true - you can hear their wings in flight, like
the rustling of leaves.

Rick and Carol Hatcher

At the end of the season last year one of my butterflies emerged with crumpled wings and couldn’t fly. To
rescue the butterfly | kept him in my room in a cage. | fed him fresh cut flowers. After school one day | came
home to find Milo, the butterfly, had sadly passed away. Milo was affected by a disease called O.E., which is a
parasite in monarch wings. It makes them crumpled up, rendering them unable to fly. It can spread from
caterpillar to caterpillar. There are cases where the monarchs will not be able to get out of their chrysalis. |
have had to rescue a few like that this year. This parasite has also spread through some of my large cages. If
this occurs be sure to separate the caterpillars and thoroughly clean the cage that the O.E. butterfly inhabited.

It’s a very unpleasant surprise to find a translucent, white worm wiggling around on the bottom of the cage.
It’s even worse to find the brown dead chrysalis that the fly came from. This occurrence is caused by a tachinid
fly. A tachinid fly will lay their eggs on the caterpillar’s skin. The eggs hatch into maggots and are inside of the
caterpillar. They are called parasoids. The maggots kill the caterpillar when they come out. The smaller you
get the caterpillars, the less likely they are to be infected.

The last disease that | am going to talk about is black death. Black death is when a caterpillar turns

black and dies. It is a bacterial infection. The caterpillar often appears normal until it starts to turn

black and die.

Those are the three main diseases that | have run into. Thank you for reading. | hope that you have

learned something.

Verownica Shafer
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EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT

Delano High School Senior, Dylan Scheibe, completed his
Eagle Scout Service Project by building a picnic shelter at
the Ponds park. The city had funds set aside to purchase
the materials. Dylan provided the labor and plans to build
the structure. It even withstood the August 10th hailstorm
with no damage! Loretto residents will be able to enjoy
the shelter for many years to come. Job well done Dylan!

Phone: 763-479-4305
Fax:  763-479-2685

PUTTING A PLAN INTO ACTION—by Melissa Markham, Loretto City Council Member

Two vears ago, T wrote +o you to ntroduce the need of our city government +o address the needs of our agivg
city. Loretto had vo city infrastructure plan and in fact we didv't always know what we would be repairing
witil it broke. The inability to plan ahead for costly repairs is a burden +o the city budget.

@reat vews! Thawks +o the full cooperation of the city council, Loretto approved a city infrastructure study.
This study was conducted by our city engiveers at Wenck. Their team evaluated our streets, storm water
ponds, sewer system, and water wmains.

Iv September of 2019, the city held a meeting open +o the public +o learn about the results of these studies.

Wenck engiveers, city staff and council members were there to answer any questions residents may have had Datcs to N Otc ~ . / »*
frowm this report. Capital Improvement Plans were introduced with a 5,10, 15, and 2.0 year outlook of how --k.' \ ‘ / *‘:
projects would be prioritized based on need and cost. Residents walked away with a vision of what projects —_— .
needed to be dove, how they were prioritized and av estimated date for when each project would begin.

City Council Meetings —

Now it is time to put our plan into actionl The city has hired Northland Public Finance to help us create a
successtul, sustainable short and lowg term financial plan for our city.

This plav was presented to the City Council at the August 1&™ council meeting. A recording of the meeting
and presevtation is available to view on the Lake Winnetonka Communications Commission (LMCL) website:
https/ [ www.mee-tv.org/government-meetings Jntml

on the second Tuesday of
each month at the City
Council Chambers, 279
N. Medina St., Suite 260.
During the COVID-19
declared emergency,

Tuformation about the financial plan and the capital
improvewment plan is also available on the City's website:
www.ilorettomnus. Under the Helpful Tnufo +ab, click ow
Infrastractare Tmprovement Planning +o find relevant
information.

The city couwcil will once again request your feedvack as we
approach the finavcing of these projects. Watch for more
information to come about a public forum and other
opportumities +o give vour input.

Thank you!

Council Meetings are being
held telephonically, using
Zoom. Information about
how the public can monitor the meetings can be
found on the city’s website: www.ci.loretto.mn.us.

Future dates are: Sept. 8", Oct. 13", and Nov. 10™"

On occasion these dates need to be rescheduled.
Check the City website or bulletin board for notices
of changes. Contact City Hall to request these email
notices.

Loretto City Council '/I\ ‘
meetings are held at 7 pm Fun Fest 4P *
L ] e L

Fireworks

Saturday, September 12th, 8:30 pm

Please view from home, if that is not possible,
arking ia available at the softball complex.
ee details on p. 4.

Nov. 12" ~ Leaf & Grass Collection

Randy’s will be picking up leaves and grass
clippings in Loretto on Tuesday, November 12",
Please have compostable bags curbside by 6 am.

e Brush must be tied in 3’ x 3’ bundles.

e Plastic bags of yard waste will not be
accepted. All yard waste must be in
Compostable Bags.
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